
ME[/CRANDUM

TO: Vayne D, Cr idd le, State En glneer

FROil4: Donald C. Norseth, Dlstribution Engineer

DATE: May 4, 1959

SUBJECT: Duchesne Rlver Transmlsslon Study

A reconnalss6nc€ of the Duchesne River Erea, from the

f ands served by the Uf ntah Basin irrigation canal and the

Grev Mountal n Canal to the top dlversion on the north f ork,/\ 4.. r.rci,t.

dur lng the week of Apr i | 27 , to May 3, 1959.

The main objective was to serecr canals that would

represent the gencra I drea in character and to esfabl I sh

sections to make transmi ssion m?asurements.

The foll owlng f ive canals sugg€sied by Furhiman,

Skeen, and Carterwere checked for good sections:
Grev Mounlaln-Uintah Basln Canal

Rocky Polnt Conol

Rhodes Dttch

Broadhead Dl tch

Farm Creek Canal.

A si x-mi le section was selecled on lhe Uintah gasin

cana I be low t he Indion Drversion at Brrch Draw.
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A section was selected on the Rocky polnt canal from

Brumley Bridge to the meln furn oul.

A secfion was selecied on rhe Rhodes Ditch, from the

recorder on the top io just east of the Forest cabins.
The olher diiches were checked, but no sections

selected because of numerou s unmeasured turnou,ts..
The Duch€sne River sysiem operates on a very loose ly

measured basis.

The candls, in general, have headgates that can verv

easlly be regulated by the water us€r with measurlng statlons
below the headgate. I t i s noted, that whe rever recorders

dre maintained, in almost everv instance,ihc acre feet per-
acre ratio ls very hlgh.

There apparent ly I s I i it le atiempt made to di str lbute
the water wlthln a canal system. The turnouts do not have

focks or medsurlng devlces, and appear to be placed where-
ever the us€rs wdnt them.

r)li
tnu/$&ffi\l f lume which meosures the Indian water

f rom the Grey Mountain canar is of ritile varue for medsur-

rirent; and combined wifh lhe recorder of the Uintah Basin

canaf, can at besi give a poor estimale of thc wate r dlverted
inio the Grey Mountdtn Canal that gets pdst thc uncontrol led
turnoutse above Blrch Drow.



V/e should work iowards:

t I I Gettlng locks on al I diversions that they may be

regulated by the commlssioner only.

l2l All iurnouts out of the conals should hove maasur-

lng devices and locks installed and 6e under control

of the locol ditch masfer.

(31 Selection of at least two more sections to be meas-

vred for transmlssion losses, that would give bottorn

f and relationships.
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